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In-Season 2004 Groundfish Management
The major in-season issues included the unexpectedly large catches of two overfished species, canary and darkblotched rockfish.  The potential magnitude of overharvest of these species was not identified until the PFMC meeting was underway.  Without inseason action, the coastwide optimum yield limits (OYs) of both species and the acceptable biological catch (ABC) for darkblotched were likely to be exceeded by substantial amounts by the end of the year.  
The council had significant discussions regarding methods to better track these fisheries in-season so that unusual harvest levels like this can be detected earlier and the fleet can be better informed of a problem before the harvest caps are achieved.

Darkblotched Rockfish

The 2004 coastwide harvest limit (OY) for darkblotched rockfish is 240 mt and, based on information available at the September meeting, the estimated mortality of darkblotched rockfish for all fisheries was projected to be 374 mt by the end of the year. This projection is 134 mt over the OY and ABC limits.  Deepwater trawl appeared to have the largest increase in harvest rates for darkblotched rockfish.  To address this projected overharvest, the council adopted several measures affecting commercial fisheries to minimize the impacts to darkblotched rockfish:

Beginning October 1, no retention of darkblotched rockfish in all commercial non-whiting fisheries.  
Whiting (to conserve darkblotched rockfish):

The proposed reallocation and re-opening of the shoreside whiting sector will not occur.

The mothership sector was closed.

The catcher processors were allocated the amount of darkblotched  (1.4 mt) and canary (0.2 mt) which would have been projected through September 30th (the earliest time for an emergency closure rule to go into effect).  They were allowed to fish until those amounts were attained.  The c-p fleet would voluntarily close at the time of attainment (although NMFS has authority to close on an emergency basis as well) and the fleet would voluntarily fish deeper than 150 fathoms to avoid canary bycatch as a precautionary measure. 


Limited Entry Trawl (non-whiting):

Beginning October 1, to reduce the darkblotched catches to zero, the seaward trawl RCA boundary is moved to 250 fm N of 38 N lat, 200 fm 38N -36N lat and remain 150 south of 36N lat.  No special in-RCA petrale access will be allowed.

Northern trip limits will be adjusted (N of 40 10 N lat):

Sablefish:

*
October 1: Increase trip limits from 15,000 lbs/2 mo. to 17,000 lbs/2mo

*
Period 6: increase trip limits from 11,000 lbs/2 mo to 17,000 lbs/ 2 mo
Shortspine:

*
October 1:  increase trip limit from 4,100 lbs/2mo to 5,100 lbs/2mo 

Dover Sole:

*
October 1; Increase trip limit from 31,000 lbs/2 mo to 40,000 lbs/2mo

Petrale Sole:
*
Period 6: change from “no limit” to 100,000 lbs/2 mo combined with other flatfish and rex sole.

Arrowtooth Flounder:

*
Period 6: change from “no limit” to 100,000 lbs/2 months

Slope Rockfish:

*
Period 6:  change from 8,000 lbs/2 mo to 1,800 lbs/2 mo (no retention of darkblotched)

Other southern trip limits are available from ODFW Newport.

Canary Rockfish

The 2004 coastwide harvest limit (OY) for canary rockfish is 47.3 mt.  Without inseason action, the total canary rockfish harvest for all fisheries combined was projected to be 54.7 mt by the end of the year, which is 7.4 mt above the harvest limit. 
All Commercial Non-Whiting Fisheries:  Beginning October 1, prohibit retention of  canary rockfish.

Whiting:  Catcher/Processor Fishery:  Set a harvest cap of 0.2 mt for canary bycatch.  Voluntary harvest area seaward of 150 fm and voluntary closure on attainment of bycatch cap (followed by NMFS emergency closure).

2004 Whiting Mothership Fishery:  Close on October 1, 2004.  No re-opening of whiting shoreside sector.
2004 Non Whiting Trawl:   RCA boundary extended from shore to 250 fathoms.   Therefore, differential (large vs. small footrope) trip limits in the north would no longer need to apply.  The trip limit adjustments above (in darkblotched section) would apply regardless of gear fished and small footrope limits would change to the large footrope limits beginning October 1 through December 31.
2004 Oregon Recreational Fisheries:
Beginning October 1, 2004, a targeted yellowtail rockfish fishery will be initiated outside of 40 fathoms through October 31.  No other rockfish, lingcod, greenling or cabezon may be retained from shore seaward.   In addition, an extended all depth halibut season will begin in the Central Oregon subarea September 24th with a two-fish bag limit every Friday through Sunday. Still tentative (pending conference call):  Some halibut will be transferred to the Columbia River subarea from the unused portion in the Central subarea through September 30 to allow the seven day Columbia River halibut fishery to be extended.  These changes are in addition to the existing open sport fisheries.

Limited Revisions for 2005-2006 Groundfish Management 
At the June 2004 PFMC meeting, management measures for 2005 and 2006 were adopted.  Two minor adjustments were made.   The main revisions include adjustments to limited entry fixed gear trip limits (due to an error in estimating research catch) and for shortspine thornyheads and longspine thornyheads due to an error in miscalculating fixed gear credits for trawl buy-back).   In addition, the RCA trawl boundary and slope rockfish trip limits (N or 40 10’) were revised in Period 1 to move the exterior boundary to 200 fathoms with open petrale and slope trip limits; and recreational harvest limits (OYs) for lingcod in the north (Oregon/Washington) were revised upward (an additional approx. 30 mt) due to more accurate 2004 estimates.

The corrected trip limits are as follows:

Limited Entry Fixed Gear Thornyhead Trip Limits South of 40 10’: 

Longspine:  from 19,000 lbs/2 mo to 10,000 lbs/2 mo in 2005-2006

Shortspine:  from 4,200 lbs/2 mo to 2,000 lbs/2 mo in 2005-2005 

Sablefish (2005 limits did not change, only 2006 limits changed) as follows:  Tier 1 from 63,000 lbs/2 mo to 62,700 lbs/2 mo.  Tier 2 from 28,600/2 mo to 28,500/2 mo.  Tier 3 from 16,400 lbs/2 mo to 16,300 lbs/2mo.

Limited Entry Trawl Fishery:  In response to the unexpectedly high darkblotched rockfish mortalities in 2004, the council approved, beginning January 1, 2005 (Period 1), moving the seaward trawl boundary from 150 to 200 fathoms north of 38 N latitude, allowing the petrale areas, and reducing the slope rockfish trip limit to 4,000 lbs/2 months.
Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Changes for 2005
Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan for 2005:  The council approved ODFW’s recommended proposals to receive public comment on changes to the catch sharing plan for 2005.  Based on public input ODFW received prior to the September council meeting, eight proposals (listed below) were identified and approved to receive additional public input.  
The intent of these proposals is to provide additional fishing opportunity so that the Central Oregon subarea summer season halibut quota is more likely to be taken in 2005, to reduce bycatch of yelloweye rockfish, and to address safety concerns.   ODFW will be holding public meetings in October to seek public input on these proposals.  
For Cape Falcon to Humbug Mt., Oregon All-Depth Recreational Fishery:

1. Add Thursdays to all openings during the spring (May – July) fishery
2. Add Sundays to all openings during the summer (August – October) fishery

3. Add a second halibut with a 32-inch minimum length to the daily bag limit during the summer fishery

4. Automatic inseason action to add more angler opportunity to harvest the entire season sub-area quota for the summer fishery

5. Adopt a “yelloweye rockfish conservation” closure area located on Stonewall Banks
For Leadbetter Pt., Washington to Cape Falcon, Oregon Sub-Area Recreational Fishery:

6. Split the Columbia River sub-area at the Columbia River and increase the allocation from 2% to 4% of the total Oregon/California recreational allocation.

For All Sub-Areas South of Leadbetter Pt., Washington:

7. Eliminate the minimum length requirement

8. No groundfish retention allowed during the all-depth fishery  

Coastal Pelagic Species:  
STAR Panel review for sardine and mackerel:  New methodologies (ASAP) were approved which will be incorporated into the assessment and modeling for the 2005 sardine and mackerel allocation process.  There was significant discussion to identify funding and a mode of prioritizing the development of alternative methods for the sardine harvest guideline formula.  In particular, NMFS was urged to work on alternatives to the current temperature proxy, and additional genetic and population surveys to distinguish stocks appropriately off the coast.  NMFS SW Region committed to submitting a report to the November PFMC meeting on what priorities this research will take.

Sardine Allocation – FMP (fishery management plan) amendment:

The PFMC approved the priority timetable for FMP amendments as submitted by the Advisory Team.  Allocation will be the sole focus for this amendment cycle.  The Advisory Panel presented the draft alternatives developed to date for a new allocation system.  Council guidance was to seek appropriate specificity so that each option would be clearly analyzed.  Council did not give specific guidance on excluding any alternatives pending the November final review of options.  

Highly Migratory Species:

No funding continues to be a problem for moving ahead on the new HMS FMP.  There was a report on albacore and blue fin tuna.  There continues to be a concern that although current recruitment and stock abundance can support the existing fishing effort, it appears that in future years there will be a concern as lower recruitment and high per unit effort will result in a declining status for tuna.  
Habitat:

The Habitat committee recommended that PFMC comment on the new biological opinion  framework for Columbia river hydropower system operations.  Staff will draft a letter to allow for all  council members’ review (modified fast track) and request and extension to the comment period to allow for more detailed comments.  

The Habitat committee received a briefing on the hypoxia event off the coast of Oregon this year.  The committee also discussed the Klamath River flow situation with no action at this time.  

Salmon:

The Council directed the SSC to review results of mark-recapture selective Chinook fisheries in the Strait of Juan de Fuca in 2003-4 for consistency with projections from the FRAM model.  The council approved reviewing the following options for FMP amendments via public review and manager discussions for the coho allocation north of Cape Falcon:  1) Potential allocation implications of the FMP process and other alternatives; 2) Ability to analyze fishery alternatives in a timely manner; 3) Identification of constraining stocks within sector and port allocations; 4) Ability to conduct inseason management such as quota trades under alternative allocation processes.

Marine Reserves:

The Council adopted the final draft of the SSC white paper on marine reserves.    

Krill Harvest Ban:  
The Council reviewed proposals for adopting a federal ban on krill harvest fisheries off the West Coast.  The Council requested the advisory bodies review the four different approaches proposed by NMFS and will decide which to use at the November meetng.  The Council agreed to include selected forage species with krill under this ban (species to be identified later).
Essential Fish Habitat:

The Council reviewed the initial alternatives for environmental review.   Four categories of EFH designations were identified:  EFH designation, habitat areas of particular concern, designation alternatives, fishing impact alternatives and research and monitoring alternatives.  These alternatives will be analyzed and distributed for public review in October in order for the Council to select preferred alternatives in November.  These will be incorporated into the groundfish FMP.   Detailed options available from ODFW Newport office.
Expansion of Vessel Monitoring System (VMS):

VMS is to be expanded beyond the current limited entry sectors now in the pilot program.  The Council adopted several alternatives for environmental review, analysis and public comment.  The alternatives focus on groundfish directed open access vessels, but include other fisheries with vessels that may take groundfish incidentally or are subject to groundfish RCA (rockfish conservation area closure) restrictions.  The council extended the implementation to October 1, 2005 to allow time for adequate public review.  A schedule of public meetings is anticipated (with NMFS as lead agency).   Details of the alternatives are available from ODFW in Newport.
Council Appointments:

Janice Green submitted her resignation from the Groundfish Advisory Panel (GAP) representing Oregon non-charter anglers.  Janice will serve through the November 2004 meeting and a notice to fill this vacancy is likely to come out shortly.   If interested in applying for this position, contact ODFW Newport and we will notify you of the notice when it comes out.

For further information or specific topics such as 2004 trawl trip limit tables, contact:

Commercial Fisheries:  Mark Saelens (x251) /Cyreis Schmitt (x265): 541-867-0300
Recreational Fisheries:  Don Bodenmiller (x223)/Cyreis Schmitt (x265):  541-867-0300
Salmon:  Curt Melcher:  503-657-2000
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